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three Eastern Powers had stood together in defense of con-
servatism and the status quo, so now they were to stand to*
gether in defense of monarchical solidarity against the rising
danger of international socialism, and for the preservation
of the peace and status quo of Europe against possible
moves of France or others to disturb it. On the whole, the
meeting was a triumph for Bismarck, though he was not
without irritation at the Russian minister, Gorchakov,
whose vanity and suspected intrigues were ever a trial to
his nerves* Gorchakov, for instance, on this occasion had
greatly embarrassed Emperor William by remarking to him
in the presence of the French Ambassador, "Well, I have
just been at Prince Bismarck's to discuss with him the
points on which we are agreed, but nothing has been put in
writing; promises suffice between sovereigns and minis-
ters." 4 For the suspicion which this remark may easily
have aroused in the mind of the French Ambassador there
was absolutely no ground. Alexander had no thought of
participating in any aggressive policy toward France.
The Entente of the Three Emperors was further
strengthened in the following year when Emperor William,
accompanied by Bismarck and Moltke, visited St. Peters-
burg. A secret military convention was soon signed by
which Russia and Germany promised to each other the
assistance of two hundred thousand men in case either was
attacked by a European Power.0 A few weeks later, when
Tsar Alexander journeyed to Austria to attend the Vienna
Exhibition of 1873, he and Francis Joseph signed an agree-
ment that they would consult one another on any questions
in which they might have divergent interests; in case of any
aggression by a third Power menacing the peace of Europe,
they promised to come to an understanding with one an-
other, without seeking or contracting new alliances, in order
to reach a common line of conduct; and if, as a result of this
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